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 Gentlemen:
The FCC should allow the Traffic and Weather broadcasts by the SDARS service 
providers to continue for the following reasons:

1. The traffic and weather broadcasts are a public service. The broadcasts allow for
more efficient use of the nation's highway infrastructure and aid motorists in 
avoiding congested areas. This information is readily available to subscribers on a 
faster, more efficient basis compared to traditional AM/FM broadcasts. The same 
traffic and weather channels could easily provide additional public service use for 
other applications (e.g., "Amber" alerts of abducted children, Homeland security, 
etc.). The public interest would be best served by the FCC adopting regulatory 
policies that encourage, instead of hinder, these public service broadcasts.

2. The SDARS service providers provide national broadcasts that comply with the 
original FCC licensing requirements. The traffic and weather broadcasts are 
originated from the satellite signals which cover the continental U.S. With the 
abundance of nationwide content available to SDARS subscribers, consumers, not the 
FCC, should decide on which channels and services they should be allowed to listen 
to. 

3. The FCC has already provided a solid framework to allow the NAB and local 
broadcasters to compete in the digital era. The recent IBOC proceedings have 
provided a clear path for the migration to digital radio broadcasts that the NAB has
long supported. With the new IBOC technology, local broadcasters may have the option
of offering additional channels to further improve their competitiveness. It is time
for the NAB to demonstrate and further encourage the market competitiveness of free,
over the air radio instead of hindering the entrepreneurial spirit of those 
developing innovative applications of SDARS digital radio technology.

I respectfully urge the FCC to reject the NAB's petition 04-160. 
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